Protective barriers have always been
important. The Great Wall of China
was built to keep out invaders, as were
moats around castles in medieval
times. Today dentists use fluoride on
our teeth to help protect them from
tooth decay. As the wise old saying
goes, “an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure!”

Our professional perimeter treat-
ments use this same concept to help
keep unwanted pests from entering your
home and other buildings. This "first line
of defense" makes the home a cleaner,
safer, and healthier place to live. By
keeping outdoor pests outdoors, we can

reduce health hazards
caused by stinging
and biting pests,
reduce certain kinds
of asthma problems,
and reduce the num-
ber of germs that these pests bring
indoors. Fewer pests also means a
cleaner home and you spend less time
cleaning up pest droppings, webs, and
their dead bodies—something none of us
want to do!

Of the over one million species of
insects that have already been dis-
covered, (and scientists believe there are
10 million more waiting to be found),

Pest Control: We’ve Come Far!

his may sound in-

credible, but it was
just over 100 years ago
that the world dis-
covered pests carry and
transmit diseases! In
1897 the world was
shocked to learn that mosquitoes
transmit malaria. An equally shocking
moment came just a year later when a
scientist discovered that bubonic plague
is spread by fleas. Although plague had
decimated cities around the world,
before then no one had made the
connection between flea bites and
human deaths.

Cleanliness and sanitation in the
past also was not considered as
important as we know it is now. Queen
Elizabeth | (1533-1603) took an unusual
step for her era—she bathed at least
once a month to set the example of

cleanliness for her subjects. And the city
of Paris first cleaned its streets in 1666.
The event was so unusual that two com-
memorative coins were issued!

During the Middle Ages the methods
used to control pests were primitive and
ineffective by today's standards. Rats,
bed bugs, and clothes moths were com-
mon scourges. "Shakers and beaters"
were employed to thoroughly beat
woolen rugs and furs to dislodge fabric
pests, and "rat catchers" used various
rather crude methods (by today's
standards) to trap and remove rats.

Pest management today is a far cry
from those early times. As training
becomes ever more technical, and safer,
more effective materials and application
methods become available, we are
increasingly being recognized as vital
"protectors of health and property.”

most of them live outdoors. At any one
time, a typical yard can easily contain
more than a thousand kinds of insects!
It's no wonder that with all the hidden
cracks and other openings into a home,
some of these bugs will find their way
indoors. That's why the "protective
shield" of a perimeter treatment makes
so much sense; it stops many pests
before they ever become a problem.

Perimeter treatments are just one of
the important tools we use to enable our
customers to enjoy the benefits of a
more pest-free life!

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

rune vines, shrubs, and trees away

from walls and roofs. Plants growing
within a foot of a wall keep it damper,
which leads to more problems with
pests. Foliage or branches allowed to
touch a building also act as “highways”
for pests.

I've heard of dogs looking like their
owners, but this is ridiculous!

Thank you for your business and referrals!



